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Friday 7th December 2023 
Liturgical Prayer to launch Eco-Team 

Gather 
(Play ‘What a wonderful world’ as the children come into the hall)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8WHKRzkCOY
Swawara (Year 3)  
Good morning everyone. 
We are the eco-team and we have asked if we can lead the school in liturgical prayer today. 
We would like to share with you what we will be doing this year but also why we are doing it. 
Let us begin by making the sign of the cross.
ALL: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen. 

Aoife (Year 4) : As we came into the hall, we watched a video reminding us about our beautiful world. God made this world for us to enjoy. 
As the school’s eco-team, it is our role to lead the school in looking after the world which God has created for us. 
Natan (Year 4): During our liturgical prayer we would like to thank God for the beautiful world he has given us; say sorry to God for the times when we have not looked after it as we should and finally think about how we start to make a difference to the world which we live in.  
Aoife: Before we share our scripture reading which reminds us of the world which God has made and given to us we are going to spend a few quiet moments in prayer.
(Mee – year 3 lights the candle) 
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/children-s-prayers/our-earth-children-s-prayer

Preparing the word 
Aoife: We will now share with you the story of creation. In this bible story we are reminded that God created this world for us to enjoy and appreciate. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6LC8cu03Ig (Reuben and Arush (Yr2) walk up to the front with the bible) 
[bookmark: _Hlk151731530]Darren and Chimela (Year 6 – to read the bible) 

A reading from the book of Genesis 
 In the beginning, when God created the universe….God commanded, “Let there be light”—and light appeared. God was pleased with what he saw. Then he separated the light from the darkness, and he named the light “Day” and the darkness “Night.” Evening passed and morning came—that was the first day.
Then God commanded, “Let there be a dome to divide the water and to keep it in two separate places”—and it was done. So God made a dome, and it separated the water under it from the water above it. He named the dome “Sky.” Evening passed and morning came—that was the second day.
 Then God commanded, “Let the water below the sky come together in one place, so that the land will appear”—and it was done. 10 He named the land “Earth,” and the water which had come together he named “Sea.” And God was pleased with what he saw. Then he commanded, “Let the earth produce all kinds of plants, those that bear grain and those that bear fruit.  Evening passed and morning came—that was the third day.
 Then God commanded, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate day from night will shine in the sky to give light to the earth”—and it was done.  So God made the two larger lights, the sun to rule over the day and the moon to rule over the night; he also made the stars. And God was pleased with what he saw.  Evening passed and morning came—that was the fourth day.
 Then God commanded, “Let the water be filled with many kinds of living beings, and let the air be filled with birds.” So God created the great sea monsters, all kinds of creatures that live in the water, and all kinds of birds. And God was pleased with what he saw. Evening passed and morning came—that was the fifth day.
Then God commanded, “Let the earth produce all kinds of animal life: domestic and wild, large and small”—and it was done. So God made them all, and he was pleased with what he saw.
Then God said, “And now we will make human beings; they will be like us and resemble us. and it was done. God looked at everything he had made, and he was very pleased. Evening passed and morning came—that was the sixth day.
And so the whole universe was completed. By the seventh day God finished what he had been doing and stopped working. He blessed the seventh day and set it apart as a special day, because by that day he had completed his creation and stopped working. And that is how the universe was created.
The Word of the Lord

Response
Sorry prayers –Read by the Chaplaincy Team.  
Our response is Lord we are sorry
Lord we are sorry
Sasha: Lord we are sorry for the times when we help to destroy our world through littering, using too much plastic or not recycling properly. Lord We are sorry (Zuzanna -to bring up some empty litter) 

Ruby: Lord, we are sorry to the times when are wasteful. For example through leaving lights on, using too much water or over using our cars instead of walking. Lord we are sorry (Nyyle -CT to bring up a bottle of water) 
 

Ruby-May: Lord we are sorry for the times when we don’t do enough to look after our world. Lord we are sorry. 
(Supriya CT to bring up a globe) 

Sasha: We are now going to sing Bread of Life. As we are singing this hymn. We will invite each class to bring up an image that reminds us of the damage which we are doing to our world and use this as an opportunity to say sorry to God. 
(Each year group to bring up an image of a polluted world – Suzanna, Nyyle and Supriya to collect the images and place them round the prayer table)

Mission
[bookmark: _Hlk151731967]Sharon: However, this is not the end. We can make a difference. The point of saying sorry is that we are not happy with how things are and that we want to bring about change. 
The eco-team have put together a mission plan of what they will be doing over the year to make a difference but we will need your help. 
Our ideas our based on a quotation from Saint Francis of Assisi who said
“Start by doing what is necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.”

Patrykja:
So what will we be doing? 
We have already made a start by doing some litter picking in our school grounds. 
Next term we would like to set up a food pantry to reduce food being wasted at home and we will be encouraging you all to think about how we can conserve energy in school. 
Finally, to avoid too many clothes being thrown away, in the Pentecost term we will be setting up a uniform exchange. 
Although these are our ideas we will need your help if we want to make a difference. 
Your help and support in all of these areas will help us to continue to look after the world which God has given us. 

Sharon We would now like to finish with our closing prayer. Our response is ‘ Hear our prayer Father God’

Eco team/ CT: Lord for all the things we’ve thanked you for
ALL: Hear our prayer, Father God
Eco/ Team/ CT: Lord for all the things we have praised you for
ALL: Hear our prayer, Father God
Eco Team/ CT: For all the things we have asked you for
ALL: Hear our prayer, Father God
Eco Team/ CT: For all the things we have said sorry for
ALL: Hear our prayer, Father God
Eco/ Team/ CT: For all the concerns we have shared with you
ALL: Hear our prayer, Father God. 
Christ with me wherever I go, Christ around, above, below.
St Patrick, pray for us
St Thomas Aquinas, pray for us. 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen  
 
